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1.  Apologies for Absence: Cllr Heslop, Cllr Eyre, Cllr Littlehales, Cllr Hasselmann  

Approval of July 2024 minutes: Approved Cllr Dawson, Seconded Cllr Hyde.  

Deputy Chairman: Reminder that meetings should not exceed 2 hours.  

 

2.  To receive and accept declarations of interest:  

• Cllr Freemantle declared an interest in Planning Application 
Notification24/01236/FULLN and will abstain from discussion and 
comment.  

• Cllr Dawson declared an interest in anything relating to the Clerk’s 
employment and will abstain from discussion and comment.  

• Although absent it was noted that there are two planning applications 
concerning Cllr Eyre and Cllr Heslop. Planning policy to be followed and 
Cllrs with interest to be excluded from any discussion and decision.  

3.  Public Participation:  -  Two residents attended to follow up on the tree 
outcome relating to the common land adjacent to their properties. Specialist 
report has identified the trees are not dangerous. The Chair reiterated the Tree 
Policy and gave permission on behalf of the Parish Council for the appropriate 
reduction works to take place however confirmed that the costs of this must be 
met by the residents in conjunction with the policy. It has been diarised that the 
tree should be checked in approx. One years time.  

4.  Borough Councillors Report – See appendix A for full report. 

• Concerns regarding planning targets and proposals  

• Question regarding whether there is a follow on plan following flags 

placed at Bury Meadows – Councillor Flood will check with the Dog 

Warden.  

5. County Councillors Report- Councillor Drew report See Appendix B for full 

report.  

• Overgrown hedge by Balksbury Bridge cut back already no further action 

– Councillor reminded that budgets for works have been significantly 

reduced.  

• Bus to Peter Symonds – some parents have expressed concern – there 

is no County Council influence over a commercial bus service. A central 

reservation is being constructed to assist with crossing the main road 
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near The Trout Farm. Thanks expressed to Councillor Hydes and 

Councillor Drew for their efforts around the bus issues.  

• 4 instances of issues along Foundry Road all reported – response from 

HCC no case to answer. 

• Outstanding rating for HCC’s Childrens Services to be celebrated as a 

good achievement.  

• Peckham Waste fly-tipping prosecution in progress.  

• Green flag awards for parks.  

• Draw attention to school attendances (see Appendix B) and housing 

report from Cllr Nick Adams-King.  

• Cllr Bennett raised the issue of the ‘Slow’ sign on the road on Watery 

Lane being covered (S is missing) by overhanging hedgerow. Resident in 

attendance offered to assist – Parish Council grateful for the offer.  

Action; send a photo of the situation to Councillor Drew to take up further.  

6. To approve the minutes from the Parish Council Meeting held on 25th July 

2024 Minutes were circulated prior to the meeting. Proposed Cllr E Dawson 

Seconded Cllr R Hydes.  

Resolved: That the minutes of the Council meeting of the Parish Council held 

on the 25th July 2024 be confirmed and signed as a true record. 

7.  To receive the Clerk’s progress report since the last meeting  

• Despite an e mail trail with the SSE since Ant left, they are continuing to 
increase the invoice. Awaiting new invoices for the standing charge only 
should be £463.12. Now paid.  

• Defibrillator - https://www.bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-help/how-to-save-a-
life/defibrillators/apply-for-a-free-defibrillator-for-your-community. 
Applications open in October.  

• Note Cllr Kemp has resigned. Advertisement of vacancy in accordance 
with the rules by TVBC who have confirmed Co-option can take place. 
Advertisement to be placed by the Clerk for co-option at October 
meeting.  

• Photo with the Harris Fencing removed from storage at Chalk Pit has 
been sent to TVBC (Awaiting Response)  

• TVBC Third instalment of Chalk Pit rates paid £866 
• VOA check and Challenge no news 
• Balksbury Bridge Hedge added to schedule for next year will need check 

when new quote received. 
• Tree update – Cllr Hydes has conducted Site Visit with qualified tree 

surgeon. 
• Two training/handover dates completed with offer of one directly after the 

meeting if required. Clerk has signed contract. Office equipment collected 
• Training to be booked with HALC/Laptop to be purchased 
• Peckhams Waste invoice less than anticipated. 
• Trees – E mails sent apologising for delay in visiting 
• Trees on footpath behind Valley Rise, advised trees need some 

maintenance. Advised  to report to HCC as trees appear to have TPO’S 
and belong to HCC 

https://www.bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-help/how-to-save-a-life/defibrillators/apply-for-a-free-defibrillator-for-your-community
https://www.bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-help/how-to-save-a-life/defibrillators/apply-for-a-free-defibrillator-for-your-community
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• Clerk to be reminded to reclaim ground maintenance costs from UCYFC 
in Sept once subs have been received. 

• Resident has been sent Cllr application. 
 

8  Planning - Review of decisions, applications and responses. 

Chairman clarified the proccess – no objection remain silent unless on 

planning committee then expected to respond. Cllr Hyde, Cllr Bennett, Cllr 

Dawson.  

https://www.upperclatford-

pc.gov.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=74d92bd2%2Df105%2D47d7%2Dbed

8%2D8b74e97fc13e%2Epdf&o=UCPC%2DPlanning%5FPolicy%2D%2DNov

%2D2023%2Epdf  

24/01874/FULLN Rest Harrow – last years response position remains 

unchanged to be answered following the meeting.  

24/01236/FULLN Shirley Lodge – to be answered  by 19th September.  

24/01818/FULLN 16 Taskers Drive 17th Sept  already submitted 25th 

August.  

24/01983/FULLN 17 Valley Mead – to be answered by 18th September.  

24/01965/TREEN - To be answered.  

24/02047/TPON - Cllrs to review and comment prior to submission 

deadline.  

24/01536/FULLN - to be visited by Cllr Hydes prior to decision.  

24/02040/VARN - to be visited by Cllr Hydes prior to decision.  

Outcomes;  

24/01118/FULLN Permission Granted subject to conditions and notes  

https://www.upperclatford-pc.gov.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=74d92bd2%2Df105%2D47d7%2Dbed8%2D8b74e97fc13e%2Epdf&o=UCPC%2DPlanning%5FPolicy%2D%2DNov%2D2023%2Epdf
https://www.upperclatford-pc.gov.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=74d92bd2%2Df105%2D47d7%2Dbed8%2D8b74e97fc13e%2Epdf&o=UCPC%2DPlanning%5FPolicy%2D%2DNov%2D2023%2Epdf
https://www.upperclatford-pc.gov.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=74d92bd2%2Df105%2D47d7%2Dbed8%2D8b74e97fc13e%2Epdf&o=UCPC%2DPlanning%5FPolicy%2D%2DNov%2D2023%2Epdf
https://www.upperclatford-pc.gov.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=74d92bd2%2Df105%2D47d7%2Dbed8%2D8b74e97fc13e%2Epdf&o=UCPC%2DPlanning%5FPolicy%2D%2DNov%2D2023%2Epdf
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24/01613/FULLN Permission Granted subject to conditions and notes  

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10.1 Finance - To receive and approve the Financial Statement 1st July – 31st 

July and 1st August – 28th August 2024. The outgoing Clerk had circulated 

financial statements prior to the meeting. Cllr Dawson approved, Cllr Williams 

Seconded.  
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Approval of the Financial Statement 1st July – 31st July, 1st August – 28th 
August.  
Resolved: Financial Statement approved.  
 
Approval of the payments for July, August and September 2024.  
Resolved: Payments approved.  
 
Approval of insurance policy payment due soon. £1567.37. 
Resolved: Payment approved.  
 
Approval for Cllr Training for non-trained Cllrs £98 plus VAT.  
Resolved: Payment approved for all untrained cllrs to come out of Training 
budget.  
 
Approval to set up standing order for Clerks Pay and Pension.  
Unresolved: Clerk does not yet have access or figures. Clerk to let the Parish 
Council know regarding additional hours worked for training and handover.  
 
Approval to pay for the hall for a cyber event.  
Unresolved: Cyber event may not be going ahead – feedback sought and all 
agreed should be cancelled due to low uptake.  
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10 Playing Fields - To report the Monthly Monitoring of the Play Park 

Equipment   

 
11.1   Coronation Field Anna Valley Playing Field – No issues, checked 11th 
September.  
11.2 Balksbury Bridge Playing Field – Cllr Williams reported a few branches 
above swings need trimming. Awaiting planned schedule of works to see if 
included in October. Checked 4th September.  
 

11 Trees and Open Space.  

Topic of no tree specific cllr was discussed following Cllr Kemps resignation. Cllr 

Freemantle volunteered. All agreed.  

 

33 Brook Way – reasonable request agreed 50/50 split with parishioner as per 

tree policy. Rejected the £200 element of the quote for the parking area as not 

within tree policy remit. One 2 Tree quote approved. Clerk to communicate 

outcome to residents.  
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12 Footpaths & Highways 

 13.1 HCC have been clearing drains on Norman Court Lane. Rising water 

noted from recent rainfall. Cllr Hydes has reported Balksbury Bridge Drain.  

Cllr Hawkins noted Foundry Rd drains have been marked. N 

oted that there is no contract for clearance of footpaths with HCC. Conservation 

group are doing this.  

13 Pavilion & Sports Field 

• Cllr Hawkins reported back with quotation for hardcore to sort holes in 
the driveaway. All agreed and suggestion that entrace way is also 
included. Propose to spend £300 - 400. Materials to be donated if works 
are funded. Materials should be checked to ensure in line with 
conservation plans.  

• Picnic bench – dangerous condition slats need replacing – nails are 
poking up. Cllrs agreed better to repair than remove. £100 budget 
proposed for materials and conservation group will look at this.  

• Issues with pitch damage due to rabbits. Permission to maintain in line 
with government guidelines to be given – Cllr Hawkins and Clerk to write 
to tenants.  

14 Environment 

15.1 Pillhill Brook Association – Monitoring of the Brook continues, new site 

added off the Taskers Estate. Website updated with lots of information. Testing 

is now well embedded. Invertebrate and Water Quality Testing ongoing. Mink 

Surveying will start – two people to be trained.  

 

15.2 Pan Parish Forum – Cllr Heslop sent update in advance and apologies 

for absence. The next quarterly meeting of the Pillhill Pan Parish Forum 

(PPPF) will be on 14 October in Upper Clatford Village Hall. Rising main sewer 

failure in November 2023. In my update to the PC at the last meeting, I shared 

the response received to my Environmental Information Request (EIR) asking 

for SW's latest estimate of the total volume of sewage discharged into the Pillhill 

Brook as a result of this incident. You will remember that their response was 

that they did not hold that information and therefore could not provide it. They 

also informed me that if I was not content with their response I could request an 

Internal Review (IR) by their legal team. I requested the IR and received a 

response upholding their previous position. They also informed me (they have to 

do this by law) that if I was still not content I could refer the matter to the Office 

of the Information Commissioner. Bearing in mind that I have only ever 

requested their estimate of the total volume discharged, their position seems to 

imply that they have no estimate whatsoever. I am led to wonder what has been 

reported to the Environment Agency regarding this incident. I have therefore 

referred the matter to the Information Commissioner's office and await their 

response. 
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Resident in attendance has had property impacted by above issue and thanks 

Parish Council for their involvement.  

 

15 Defibrillator – Defibrillator cabinet light. Cllr Heslop was given the new strip 

light by Cllr Williams and agreed to fit it. Unfortunately it is the wrong type of 

fitting (the existing light is a row of LEDs, not a striplight at all). Cabinet model 

discontinued so parts are not available.  Resident in attendance advised that his 

Church would like to fund replacement if appropriate and required. Resident 

thanked and noted. Gran applications open October 2024 for BHF funded 

Defibrillator. 

Checked locations of existing – Highbury Road defibrillator is open to public 

use.  

 

16 External Committee and Events – None. 

17 Correspondence received for discussion – 

Email re 2 near collisions at Balksbury Bridge – resolved, hedge already 

trimmed back.  

Email re tree work at Valley Mead – resolved, Cllr Hydes has sent feedback. 

Diarise for one years time.  

18 Chalk Pit – Working group discussions. 

• Survey Circulated– Discussion about report.  

• Copy of report needs to be kept with Clerk as she may need to produce 

to auditor. Invoice payments agreed. Agreed to pause on next survey 

and do this nearer the time as required.  

• 20th September feasibility study due.  

• Parishioner asked purpose of planning re the Chalkpit and next steps. 

Explained by Cllr Bennett that a community centre, archive space, 

offices and commercial units were planned.  

• Payment request for paid professional fundraisers – Clerk highlighted 

that the invoice and proposals had not been shared with her or Cllrs. 

Cllrs voted on the proposal and agreed but legal advice to be sought in 

line with financial regulations.  

• Updated electrical invoice to be paid – Cllr Eyre has paid as Clerk has 

no access to banking.  

• Approval to disconnect the meter for £74.00 ( new meter required) 

• Letter indicating meter is now out dated and requires replacement. 

Approved however some disagreements about costing. At the time of 

reconnecting costings to be sought.  

• Rates update & VOA update – no news.  

• Volunteer clearance day to be arranged in October. Propose to salvage 

materials to raise money.  
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Appendix A Borough Councillor Hasselmann and Floods Reports September 

2024  

Housing Targets in Test Valley 

The Government has recently proposed reforms to the National Planning and Policy 

Framework which includes changes to the standard method for calculating local 

housing need. The new calculation would mean a 75% increase in the housing figure 

from 524 to 921 homes per year for the Test Valley. The Council is working hard to 

respond to the consultation and making representation to Government relating to the 

challenges this revised housing figure would represent, as well as asking for 

clarification in relation to the current Local Plan process. 

• Cllr Heslop has written to Caroline Nokes for support.  

• Cllr Eyre provided in writing ahead of the meeting that grant 

applications with Solar farm are continuing and site visit planned. 

• Below notes provided by Cllr Bennett:  

• The geological survey of the Chalk face had been completed by CGL 

and the report had been circulated.  It highlighted that the primary risk 

is from falling rocks and recommended a further rockfall analysis to be 

completed.  Councillors decided that any further work should be 

delayed until after pre-planning. 

• Luke Rose Architect had been contracted to deliver a feasibility study 
for the new building on the Chalk Pit site. The draft is due on 20 Feb. 

• A revised project plan has been developed which will shape 
developments until Jun 25.  RB explained the workstreams. 

• CCE is to develop a financial tracker which will identify project costs 
and normal Parish operating costs for the Chalk Pit.  

• RB introduced a proposal from the WG to engage a fundraising 
company to assist with fundraising.  The terms of the proposal were 
discussed.  It was agreed to commence Phase 1 engagement.  
Afternote:  This was contrary to policy and will be considered after two 
further quotes are gained from alternative bidders. 

• A bat survey was conducted with the help of volunteers and the final 
bat survey will be conducted in late Sep. 

• RH has submitted a funding application to TVBC Rural England 
Prosperity Fund towards the access road resurfacing costs. 

19 For next month’s meeting:   

• Social Media / Facebook page and parish council representation 
(Cllr Dawson, Cllr Williams)  

 

20 The next Parish Council meeting is to be held in the Village Hall  on 

Wednesday 9th October 2024 at 7.30pm.  
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Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II Unveiling 

 

The Mayor of Test Valley, Councillor Ian Jeffrey, will be unveiling a new artwork of 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in Town Mills Riverside Park, Andover, at 3.45pm on 

Friday 27 September 2024.  

The Lord-Lieutenant of Hampshire, Mr Nigel Atkinson Esq, will also be in attendance 

for this special occasion.  

Amy Goodman, resident artist at Project Workshops in Quarley (Anna Ward), was 

commissioned by Test Valley Borough Council to create two statues of the late 

Queen, one for Romsey and one for Andover. For the Andover statue, Amy drew 

inspiration from locals to depict the Queen’s military links as Commander-in-Chief of 

the armed forces, reflecting Andover’s close links with the Army. She ran several 

workshops for the community to include their memories of the late queen and her 

visit to the town in 1993. 

New Local Nature Reserves 

Ladies Walk (Andover) and Abbotswood Nature Reserve (Romsey) have recently 

been designated as Local Nature Reserves. This is a national recognition of the 

value of these special sites for both wildlife and people. Ladies Walk is located on 

the south eastern edge of Andover and to the north east of Anna ward - between the 

entrance at Old Winton Road and Micheldever Road.  

Established in 1785 and steeped in history, this path was originally part of the 

ancient Mark Way, with its trees planted in 1863 to commemorate the wedding of the 

future King Edward VII. The site features sloping grasslands and ancient fields, now 

managed to enhance its nature conservation value under the guidance of Natural 

England. With restored chalk grasslands and sweeping views across Andover, 

Ladies Walk offers a blend of natural beauty and historical significance. 

Pick up after your Pooch 

For international dog day in August Test Valley Borough Council conducted a survey 

at Bury Hill after several complaints about dog waste. The flags in the pictures show 

the number of faeces at the Bury Hill site. We would remind users of the site to use 

the dog bins provided. 

Apart from being smelly and unattractive, and something that no one wants to have 

to clean off their shoes, it can also have implications for the environment and for our 

health. Dog poo can carry lots of different bacteria E. Coli, Salmonella, and 

parvovirus as well as roundworm eggs, which can cause blindness in children. Whilst 
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rare, contact with dog excrement can cause toxocariasis – a nasty infection that can 

lead to dizziness, nausea, asthma and even blindness or seizures. 

  

Child Benefit Extension 

If your teen is staying in education or training, you’ll need to extend your Child 

Benefit claim.  

Don’t miss out on up to £1,331 next year – let HMRC know online or in the HMRC 

app today.  

Go to https://ow.ly/VPv550SwWCS 

 
Appendix B Borough Councillor Drew Report September 2024  

 

Tap into solar power to save on bills and tackle climate change 

An opportunity for Hampshire residents to benefit from competitively priced, high-

quality solar panel installation and save on future energy bills is once again available 

through the 2024 Solar Together scheme 

The solar energy group-buying scheme, offered by independent experts iChoosr and 

promoted by Hampshire County Council, enables residents to invest in solar panels 

for their homes, fitted by pre-vetted installers, to reduce reliance on the national grid 

and lower their energy bills, as well as boost local renewable energy generation. 

Through Solar Together, over 28,400 solar panels have already been installed in Hampshire 

– it is estimated that these installations alone will reduce carbon emissions by 59,205 tonnes 

over 25 years – equivalent to taking over 32,600 cars off the road during the same period. 

Those interested need to register online at www.hants.gov.uk/solartogether by 18 October 

for a free and without obligation quote. 

Participants who register will receive a complimentary quote that demonstrates their 

potential savings on energy bills through solar panel installation. They can also learn about 

the opportunity to earn extra income by selling excess energy to the National Grid. 

Additionally, participants have the flexibility to choose to include battery storage or electric 

vehicle charge points at the time of registration or when they accept their offer. 

To participate in the Solar Together scheme, residents need to own the property or have 

permission from the property owner to install a solar system on the roof. Small- and medium- 

sized businesses and Commonhold Associations that meet these requirements can also 

participate. 

https://ow.ly/VPv550SwWCS?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0B7J1v3sXJend4gbZSbS8tUlUDa2QSLMuyZ2uezbZ5tZ4Rv78PFdb-O7w_aem_MQKANehBwt9moDq6Th112g
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https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20240819SolarTogether 

Make attendance top of the ‘back to school’ checklist for 2024/25 

Hampshire County Council is renewing its call for parents and carers to prioritise regular 

school attendance in the new academic year.  

Update from Hampshire County Council – September 2024 

Rates of school attendance have continued to improve in Hampshire but as with other local 

authority areas across the country, they remain below the levels typically seen before the 

Covid- 19 pandemic. Latest figures show that 93.4 per cent of all possible sessions, 

recorded at daily registers in both the morning and afternoon, were attended by Hampshire 

pupils in the 2023/24 school year. This is compared to 95.5 per cent in 2018/19, the last full 

school year before the Covid-19 pandemic. Promisingly however, Hampshire has maintained 

its historic trend above the national school attendance rate, which was 92.8 per cent in 

2023/24. 

Educational specialists advise that attending school every day, unless unwell, is best for 

children to ensure that the solid foundations for their future education and employment can 

be laid. It is also one of the best ways of supporting a child’s mental and physical health. 

The County Council’s website provides advice and guidance on school attendance including 

parental responsibilities; how schools record attendance; and what to do if a child is unwell 

or expected to be away from school for a long period of time. 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20240827schoolattendance 

£1.5m boost for people led climate change action 

Lower energy bills could be enjoyed by more people in the future as more communities are 

given the ability to lead the charge on climate change through greener, more efficient energy 

initiatives that will reduce carbon emissions and, in turn, lower costs 

Thanks to £1.5 million National Lottery funding, Community Energy South, supported by 

Hampshire County Council, is set to expand its staff and volunteer numbers so that it can 

train and mentor a larger number of community groups, including providing expertise in 

human resources (HR) and marketing, so that community projects can get up and running 

more quickly. 

The funding will boost employment and skills related training opportunities. Nicola Davidson, 

from Community Energy South said: “Most of the groups we work with have done amazing 

things with a small core team of volunteers. But it’s hard to grow projects and impact from 

volunteer time only. This funding will create 33 jobs across 11 community energy groups, 

bring on 100 volunteers and provide up to 50,000 people with energy saving advice. We will 

also see the creation of more renewable generation projects that are community owned, with 

the increased energy generated helping to reduce the overall demand for electricity from the 

carbon intensive national grid.” 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20240819SolarTogether
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20240827schoolattendance
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More information:- 

Community energy includes a variety of initiatives including community heating schemes, 

domestic energy advice and group purchasing schemes – schemes which enable 

householders to benefit from the most competitive pricing for green energy in Hampshire. 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20240807CommEnergyLotteryAward 

David Drew 

Test Valley Central Division, HCC 

 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20240807CommEnergyLotteryAward

