UPPER CLATFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9TH OCTOBER 2024
AT 7.30 PM IN
THE KING EDWARD VII MEMORIAL HALL



	 Councillors 
	
	TVBC + County Councillors 

	P Heslop (Chairman) 
R Bennett (Vice Chairman & acting Clerk) 
R Hydes 
R Hawkins 
C Williams 
C Eyre 
N Freemantle 
L Dawson 
	
	
Cllr D Drew (HCC)
Clrr M Flood (TVBC) 




	   1
	Apologies for absence
· Cllr Hassleman (TVBC)
· Cllr Nigel Freemantle

	   2
	To receive and accept declarations of interest Councillors are reminded of their responsibility to declare any disclosable pecuniary  interest which they may have in any item of business on the agenda no later than when that item is reached. (Localism Act 2011) 
· Cllr L Dawson in respect of co-option of Gerry Dawson to Parish Council


	3
	Co-option of new Parish Councillor
· Gerry Dawson – Unanimous vote in favour of co-option. 

	   4
	Public Participation  Each member of the public is entitled to speak once only in respect of business itemised on the agenda and shall not speak for more than 3 minutes as per the Standing Orders of the Parish Council. This item will be limited to 15 minutes, unless agreed otherwise.
· No issues raised by members of the public

	   5
	Borough Councillors Report (see Appendix A for full report)
· Winter Fuel Payments – motion before TVBC to support those just over the cut off limit on pension credits
· Free AI Workshop 
· Scams -  TVBC wish to advise all parishioners that TVBC never contact anyone via text messages.  

	   6
	County Councillors Report (See Appendix B for full report)
· Flood Risk – HCC have issued an information pack 
· Inclusion Week Consultation– Children with Special Needs
· Secondary School Application Window – open now and applications have to be in by 31st October 2024
· HCC Services review – Savings proposals could mean a reduction in HCC services. Cllr Drew encouraged an application for financial support by Conservation Group for equipment and training.  


	   7
	To approve the minutes from the Parish Council Meeting held on 11 September 2024  
Minutes were circulated prior to the meeting. Proposed Cllr Hyde Seconded Cllr Hawkins 
Resolved: That the minutes of the Council meeting of the Parish Council held on the 11 September 2024 be confirmed and signed as a true record.


	8
	 To receive the Clerk’s progress report since the last meeting 
· New laptop + Office 365 annual subscription purchased 
· File archive in Sports Field garage 
· Parish Council address now King Edward VII Memorial Hall, SP11 7QL
· Lloyds Bank account users now Cllrs Eyre, Bennett and Heslop
· HMRC administrator now changed to Cllr Bennett due to lack of Clerk
· Tree at 33 Brook Way approved with OneTwoTree at £550 split 50:50 with owner 
· Skip for UCYFC to be approved if still required 
· Liability insurance with Hiscox purchased 
· Bank fixed term deposits mature on 9 Oct and 14 Nov 24
· TVBC Electoral Services confirmed policy compliant to co-opt on 9 Oct 24
· VOA letter from Caroline Nokes MP – business rates on Chalk Pit ongoing 


	9
	  Planning - Review of Decisions, applications and responses.
· 24/01874/FULLN Rest Harrow  - submitted 11/9/24 – permission granted
· 24/01236/FULLN Shirley Lodge – submitted 16/9/24 – permission granted 
· 24/01818/FULLN 16 Taskers Drive – submitted 25/8/24 -permission granted
· 24/02047/TPON 33 Brook Way – No objection - submission deadline 24/09/24
· 24/02040/VARN – Poplar Vale – No objection - submission deadline 27/09/24
· 24/01536/FULLN Farleigh School – No objection -submission deadline 30/09/24
· 24/02152/TREEN Fishing Cottage – No objection - submission deadline 7/10/24
· 24/02179/TREEN Virginia Cottage – No objection - submission deadline 10/10/24
· 24/02179/TREEN Wressle Cottage -– No objection - submission deadline 10/10/24

Note for Parishioners: 
· Objections submitted by members of the public for initial planning applications are not carried forward to subsequent stages (e.g. appeals) and must be resubmitted. 
· Objections have to be grounded in Planning Policy to have any weight in the planning decision. 
 

	  10
	Finance  
9.1 To receive and approve the Financial Statement 1 – 31 August. 
The Clerk had circulated financial statements prior to the meeting. 

	Treasurers account
	£2,360.59
	

	Business Account
	£10,008.46
	

	Fix Term Deposit
	£20,000
	

	Fix Term Deposit
	£35,000
	£67,369.00



Resolved: That the financial statements between 1st Aug – 31 Aug 2024 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

Payments for September 2024
Village Hall (increased to £12/hr)                                              £36.00
Cloud Next  (website)                                                                £59.80
Clerk’s Salary – September 2024 				    £628.33


9.2 To receive and approve the Financial Statement 1 – 31 September 2024. The Clerk had circulated financial statements prior to the meeting. 

	Treasurers account
	£22,420.28
	

	Business Account
	£10,017.45
	

	Fix Term Deposit
	£20,000.00
	

	Fix Term Deposit
	£35,000.00
	£87,437.73



Resolved: That the financial statements between 1st Sept– 31st Sept were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

Payments for approval for October 2024
	Village Hall October
	£36.00

	CGL Invoice 023392 -Chalk Pit Survey
	£2,466.00

	CGL Invoice 023470 -Chalk Pit Survey
	£5,343.00

	SSEN Standing Charge
	£89.06

	Business Stream – Scottish Water
	£34.45

	Clerk’s Salary (66 hrs)
	£957.00



* Hire rate for King Edward VII Village Hall have been increased.  Clerk to request updated invoice for both August and September.

Approved: Maintain Treasurers Account at approximately £5,000 and transfer balance to interest bearing Business Bank Instant Account. 


	11
	Playing Fields: To report the Monthly Monitoring of the Play Park Equipment

10.1 Coronation Field (Anna Valley Playing Field) 
· Commemorative Plaque has been reinstated by Conservation Group
· Cllr Williams reported the hedge by the swings need cutting

10.2 Balksbury Bridge Playing Fields 
· The graffiti on swings has not been removed
· May Fayre Committee has requested confirmation that repairs to damage done during the May Fayre 2024 is acceptable.  Agreed that Clerk write to confirm satisfaction and propose a re-assessment in Spring 25.  

Cllr G Dawson – to review the TVBC Ground Maintenance contract to assess contract delivery and value for money in preparation for renewal in 2025. Clerk to provide contract details to Cllr G Dawson.


	12
	Trees and Open Spaces 
· 33 Brook Way - OneTwoTree have submitted TPO application and scheduled 33 Brook Way for 19 Nov 24. 
· Cllr Hyde reports that 2 Ash trees have been donated by HCC. Proposal is to plant on Balksbury Hill by the entrance to Era Park. 
· 179 Bury Hill Close – Owner expressed concern about health of copper beech tree on her property, allegedly damaged by Parish Council notices screwed to it years previously.  Cllr Freemantle to investigate and advise. Further discussion on this agenda item deferred to November 2024.


	 13
	Footpaths & Highways 
12.1 Highways update (Cllr Hydes)
· Watery Lane - Agreed - Cllr Hydes to send letter of thanks to Murray Diplock for assistance in cutting back the hedge on Watery Lane.
· Red Rice Road sign – the road sign on the Green has been uprooted by a vehicle collision. Cllr Hydes to contact HCC to restore.
· Church Lane Bridge – damage to parapet by falling tree now repaired by HCC. 
· Watery Lane - White Lines – Cllr Hyde reports that white lines will be re-done in October
· Watery Lane – Reports of near misses: Cllr Eyre will set up a QR code at each end of the road, through which residents can report any near misses or incidents which they would like to report. This will be used to inform future requests for reduction of speed limit along this potentially dangerous road. 
· Streetlights – Sam White’s Hill – Cllr Hawkins to check report of branches over lights and report any issues via FixMyStreet. 

Note to Parishioners – Report, view, or discuss local problems such as like pot holes, graffiti, fly tipping, broken paving slabs, or street lighting can be registered on this App. HCC use it to identify issues that need fixing or attention. 

12.2 Footpath update (Cllr Bennett)
· Anna Valley Playing Field – Commemorative Plaque - Conservation Group request £40 for materials used to reinstate Platinum Jubilee tree plaque  (wood chip and half round rails). Approved 
· Anna Valley footpath - Vegetation and trees cleared by Conservation Group.


	14
	Pavilion & Sports Field -  Update Cllr Hawkins 
· Memorial Bench – Chairman of YCFYC requested permission to instal memorial bench for Chairman of UCFYC who recently passed away. The Parish Council, grants permission, and extends its condolences. 
· Driveway – Cllr Hawkins met Derry Long of Rock Recycling. Quotation for £504 excl VAT received to dig out & remove soft under base, refill & compact with 5mt limestone sub base.  Approved.
· 2025 Planning – Cllr Hawkins to prepare tender and issue invitations annual care and maintenance of roadway. 


	15
	Environment
14.1 Update of the Pillhill Brook Association
Cllr Heslop expressed his gratitude for the work done by the PBA and especially Janet Wright in setting up catchment area water quality monitoring and ensuring the information generated is available to all Parishioners. All measurements and activity is available from https://www.pillhillbrook.org.uk/. Parishioners who want to volunteer should register via this site. Autumn Newsletter can be viewed here.   
14.2 Update SWA and Pan Parish Forum (See https://monxton.org.uk/pan-parish-forum/) 
· Cllr Heslop advised this is now known as The Pillhill Pan Parish Forum. 
· The major unresolved issue remains the burst water main in Anna Vally and damage to cress beds belonging to Murray Diplock, with SW unwilling to accept liability.  
· Cllr Eyre recommended writing to Chairman of the EA. Cllr Heslop to follow up.
 

	16
	Defibrillator 
Update on replacement of existing defibrillator outside Village Hall. The following options to be investigated: 
· Applying to BHF for a free defibrillator (unlocked) – Cllr Littlehales to submit application. 
· Purchasing a new defibrillator – Mr Kev Francis to be approached with respect to options on type and costs, as well as location. 
Defibrillator Training - Cllr Williams to investigate options with Mr Kev Francis

	17
	External Committees and Events
Upcoming events & meetings
· Unity AGM at Andover Guildhall 09.30-12.00 Friday 8th November 2024
· Test Valley Community Resilience Forum King’s Somborne Village Hall 0945-1200 on Saturday 19th October 2024
· Fraud Protect Officers - Teams meetings 12.00-12.30 17 Oct 2024

	[bookmark: _Hlk179965924]18
	Correspondence and E mails (circulated)
Advertisement for Parish Clerk – closes 17 Oct 24
Upper Clatford Facebook site - - a discussion took place on the great value provided by the Upper Clatford and Anna Valley FB page kindly hosted and run by Julia Shah. Several Councillors expressed strong feelings over the benefits of the FB page to the Community. Cllr L Dawson expressed concern that the way the UCPC web site link is shown on the FB page, could give users the impression that the FB page is run by UCPC. It needs to be clarified that this site is independent of the Parish Council. It was agreed that Cllr Eyre and Cllr Heslop would seek a meeting with Julia Shah to clarify.


	19
	Chalk Pit  
19.1 Next steps – Working Group update  
See Chalk Pit page on web site for report on last meeting. 
19.2  Chalk Face Geological Survey 
Cllr Heslop recommended approval for next rockfall assessment £1,500 as this will be critical in design and layout of development within the site.  Approved
19.3 Fundraising 
A Bid Document to be prepared for 2 additional bidders by November. 
Cllr Eyre updated the Council on continued discussions with Cowdown Renewables over funding. A visit to Chalk Pit by their representatives is planned for November.  
19.4 Architect update 
Concept drawings to support funding and pre-app planning process will be delivered mid-October. Payment of current work (£2,999) previously approved. 
19.5 Discuss SSEN disconnection/connection charges
Cllr Eyre reported following quotations had been obtained:
	SSEN Job Ref
	Action
	Description
	Quote £

	REF FDH911 
	Disconnection
	 Disconnection of 3 phase electricity supply at the above development from OLD CHALK PIT
	£5,155.02

	FDH936/1

	Reconnection
	Connection works at New Build Hampshire, Anna Valley, Andover, Hampshire, SP11 7ND
	£71,221.74

	FDH915
	Move existing meter
	Service alteration. Meter move once new building is completed
	£699
PLUS Monthly standing charge £69



The option is EITHER Disconnect and then Reconnect and avoid Connection Charges OR maintain connection and move once the new building is up. On this basis, the PC AGREED to continue to pay the monthly connection charge and move the meter once the new building is completed. 

19.6 Rates update & VOA update
A request by Caroline Nokes MP on behalf of the Parish Council for Rates to be suspended has been turned down. 
For rates to be suspended, works must be taking place or the building has to be in a state of demolition, making it unfit for occupation.  Efforts to mitigate the cost of rates will continue. 


	20
	Councillors to request any items to be included within the agenda for the next Parish Council Meeting to be to be held on Wednesday 13 November 2024

	21
	Parish Council only agenda item (members of Public to be invited to leave)





Appendix 1 –  Borough Councillor Report 
Cllr Maureen Flood and Cllr Susanne Hasselmann 
October 2024 
Borough Council action relating to Winter Fuel Payments 
The restriction of winter fuel payments to only those on eligible benefits, e.g. pension credits, means that many of our local pensioners will suffer hardship this winter. At the Council Meeting on 16 October Councillors are planning to put forward a motion that sets out several actions the Council is proposing to take to not only protest against these changes, but also propose practical steps to help our pensioners to claim the relevant benefits if they are eligible and provide financial support to those who may still need it. 
Free AI workshop for small businesses in Test Valley 
The council are offering a free AI workshop for small businesses in Test Valley. 
The workshop aims to help with understanding of how to implement AI tools into a business with the potential to streamline operations, enhance customer experiences and drive growth. This free workshop will be led by Luke Williams, Head of AI at Intergage. 
Luke will provide an introduction to AI, explain some of the jargon, show you the risks of bias, showcase the forthcoming power of AI video, provide practical tips on prompt writing, introduce 'Custom GPTs', identify real-world use-cases and outline quick wins that your company can make. He'll also talk through the safety, legal and ethical considerations that AI presents. 
Location: Crosfield Hall, Romsey 
Date: Wednesday 23 October 
Time: 9am to 12pm. 
Businesses can book on by visiting: 
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ai-for-small-businesses-tickets-990145681387?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery  
Test Valley Net Zero Innovation Network 
The first meeting of the Test Valley Net Zero Innovation Network is taking place next month. In order to support businesses in the Net Zero sector, TVBC has partnered with the Future Towns Innovation Hub at the University of Southampton Science Park.


Appendix B  - County Councillor’s Report
Check your flood risk ahead of winter rainfall
Around 400,000 households in Hampshire are at risk of flooding and with the potential for increased rainfall because of climate change, particularly during autumn and winter, Hampshire County Council has created a new online tool to help people check their flood risk to help protect homes, land, and businesses
The online community toolkit, available on the County Council’s website, brings together advice and guidance to help people to prepare for and reduce the risk of damage to their property from flooding.
 
If you find your property is at greater risk, you can sign up to receive warnings from the Environment Agency about possible flooding from rivers, the sea or groundwater, together with advice on the practical steps you can take to be prepared. This could include joining a local Community Flood Action Group which supports residents to reduce flood risk in those areas where flooding could be the most severe, keeping a supply of sandbags, or checking your insurance cover is up to date.  
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20241002FloodCheckAwareness
National Inclusion Week: County Council seeks views for informing services for children and young people with SEND
A new informal consultation is seeking the views of young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), their families and the professionals who work them, in a bid to improve SEND services and participation opportunities in Hampshire
The consultation is open until 3 November 2024, and has been launched to coincide with this year's National Inclusion Week (23-29 September).
To encourage more employers to participate, the County Council is planning a ‘reverse jobs fair’ at its Winchester headquarters on 14 November, where potential interns will be matched with organisations.
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20240923inclusionweek
Move every day for a fitter and healthier old age
Let’s get Able like Mabel and Steady like Eddie! That's the message from Hampshire County Council this ‘Falls Prevention Week’ (23-27 September) to motivate older residents to do some strength building activity every day – even just a little – for a fitter later life and to help maintain balance and prevent falls
Each year in Hampshire, it is estimated that more than 86,000 people aged 65+ have a fall, which can significantly impact their long-term wellbeing. To help people aged 65 and older maintain their strength, balance and independence, both now and in the future, they are being encouraged to incorporate simple, strength-building and balancing movements into their daily lives. 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/240920fallspreventionweek
Making Hampshire healthier by 2050
People living in Hampshire should enjoy better health as well as see more effective use of health services and the local economy boosted, by the year 2050 - that's the pledge of key bodies across Hampshire
At a special meeting of the Hampshire 2050 Partnership held at Hampshire County Council in Winchester, local authorities, health services, the education sector, other public organisations and business, supported by England’s Deputy Chief Medical Officer, Dr Jeanelle de Gruchy, gathered to launch a ‘Year of Health and Wellbeing’.
 
It marks the start of a 12-month focus by the partners on the development of activity, both within their own organisations and collectively, aimed at securing long-term improvements in people’s physical and mental wellbeing across the county.  
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20240916LaunchYearHealthWellbeing
Don’t forget to apply for secondary places before Halloween’s witching hour
Parents and carers, it’s time to apply for your child’s secondary school place for September 2025
[image: secondary school children running towards camera]
Applications are open from 9 September until 11:59 pm on 31 October for pupils who are currently starting Year 6. To improve your chances of getting into a preferred school, remember to name three schools on your application and submit it before midnight. Library sessions are being held in some areas to support parents who have queries about the process.
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20240909secondaryadmissions
Decisions due this autumn on future services
From areas such as household waste recycling centres and streetlights to library stocks and road maintenance, this autumn will see key decisions made on the future of some important County Council services delivered to Hampshire residents after April 2025
Over 14,400 people responded to the consultation which asked for the public’s views on 13 options to change and reduce some local services to help make savings towards an annual £132 million budget shortfall that the County Council originally anticipated it would face from 2025/26 onwards and a focus on core service delivery so the Authority can live within its means and prioritise providing the essentials when serving the people of Hampshire.
Before making any decisions, the HCC Cabinet will carefully consider the officers’ recommendations in the context of the consultation responses, the feedback from the Select Committees and any deputations made to us. While officers are making the recommendations in the reports, the proposals are just recommendations and at this stage and that the Cabinet are open to considering other options that may evolve through this process.   The Cabinet can choose different solutions and timescales at the point of our decision-making.
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20240902SP25

David Drew
Test Valley Central Division, HCC
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